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SPIRITAN
NEWS
CONGREGAZIONE DELLO SPIRITO SANTO -

CLIVO DI CINNA, 195 -

00136 ROMA

Novice Masters' M eeting
Prior to 1968, formation in the different novitiates of the Congregation tended to be relatively uniform, but with the decentralization that followed the 1968 Chapter a greater diversity has naturally
grown up, especially with the stress on local inculturation. However, unity, as distinct from uniformity,
is something to be encouraged, and all Spiritans should feel that they share a common heritage. As a
means of promoting this unity, a meeting of the Congregation's novice masters (the first of its kind) was
held this year, from 2-8 July, at Kimmage Manor, Dublin.
Representing the Generalate were Frs . Franc,:ois Nicolas
(coordinator) and James Okoye of the General Council, and
Maurice Gobeil of the Spiritan Research and Animation Centre (SRAC). The moderator was Fr. Anthony Geoghegan
(Ireland) and the secretary Fr. Joseph Burgraff (Belgium).
The Polish novice master was unable to come, and the
Nigerian novice master was prevented from doing so by lastminute travel problems, but 10 novice masters and 4 assistant novice masters took part. The novice masters were:
Frs. Declan Dorr (WAF), Antonius Gruyters (Brazil), Joseph
Harris (Trinidad), Jean-Claude Jaquard (IOF), Michael Kane
(Ireland), Michel Last (North America), Christian de Mare
(France), Damas Mfoi (EAP), Benedito Roberto (Angola) and
Agostinho Tavares (Portugal). The assistants were: Frs.
Roger Billy (IOF), Helmut Gerads (Germany), Chris Promis
(EAP) and Br. Paul Ronssin (CAF). Fr. Patrick Palmer, director of Irish theologians, also attended. Three languages
were used (English, French and ·Portuguese), with Mark
Whelan, Aerni Bossard and Fr. Hugh de Blacam interpreting.

Preparation
A questionnaire had been circulated to all novitiates in
1988, and at Christmas that year a preparatory meeting was
held in Rome, with Frs. Nicolas, Kane, de Mare and Mfoi taking part. These became the coordinating committee, along
with Frs. Okoye and Geoghegan. Also that Christmas, a letter was sent out to the participants, asking each of them to
prepare a short document on a specified theme . These documents were translated in advance and placed at the disposal of the participants at the beginning of the meeting,
though only four of them were presented orally.

The meeting
The main work of the meeting was done in two morning
sessions and one afternoon session each day, with audiovisual presentations on two evenings. This leh some time
for personal contacts and discussions. On the Thursday
afternoon there was an outing to Glendalough, followed by
supper at the Provincialate, and there was an opportunity to
visit other Spiritan communities in Dublin.
The purpose of the meeting was not to produce texts but
to listen to each other and learn from each other. The actual
experience of the meeting was more important, therefore,
than any written account of it. Some sessions were held in
small linguistic groups (two English, one French and one Portuguese) to permit freer discussion, but wider sharing took
place in the general assembly.
Aher suggesting various themes for discussion, the assembly settled for four: apostolic life in the novitiate; Spiritan spirituality; criteria for admission to the novitiate; and
inculturation. One group pressed for discussion of a forma-

Left to right: Standing: Damas Mfoi, Dec/an Dorr, Michael
Kane, Joseph Burgraff, Anthony Geoghegan, James Okoye,
Maurice Gobeil, Fran9ois Nicolas, Paul Ronssin, Hugh de B/acam, Jean-Claude Jaquard, Joseph Harris, Mark Whelan, Michel Last, Chris Promis, Roger Billy.
Stooping: Antonius Gruyters, Agostinho Tavares, Remi Bossard, Christian de Mare, Benedito Roberto.

tion in the novitiate tha·t would not be too clerical but that
would be suitable for brothers as well as for future priests,
but this was not discussed at length.

a) Apostolic life in the novitiate
This was one of the major concerns, and it sprang from
two questions: what do we understand by Spiritan apostolic
life, and what place should practical apostolate occupy during the novitiate? The discussion led to a better distinction
between • apostolic life· and • apostolic activities·, with
apostolic life seen as the element unifying the • three essential dimensions " of the Spiritan vocation: • the proclamation
of the Good News, the practice of the evangelical counsels,
and a life in fraternal and praying community· (SRL, 3). On
this basis, a debate took place on how best to introduce
novices progressively to a unified Spiritan life. Two rather
differing positions emerged, with some stressing the aspect
of a • desert experience", with apostolic activities reduced to
a minimum during the novitiate, while others (the majority)
felt that, though the desert experience was important, a certain amount of practical apostolate was essential in order to
provide training in the three aspects of Spiritan life, and their
synthesis and integration. Finally it was up to each novitiate, taking account of its own cultural context and the time
at which the novitiate came during formation, to determine
the type of apostolic activity of the novices and to help them
towards an integrated • apostolic life·.

b) Spiritan spirituality
Several novice masters had insisted that Fr. Gobeil
should be present at the meeting and should speak on Spiritan sources and spirituality. He did this, and, while there
was not enough time to debate it at length, each novitiate
was able to say how it presented Spiritan spirituality. From
Fr. Gobeil's talk and the subsequent presentations, several
ideas emerged for improvements in this fundamental aspect
of formation in the novitiate.

c) Criteria for admission to the novitiate
Fr. Michael Kane presented a document he had prepared
on this subject, and it was then discussed in the small
groups and in the assembly. Here too there were two different approaches, depending on whether the novitiate came
at the beginning of formation or after the first cycle. While
most of the basic criteria applied to both cases, it was clear
that more would be required of those who had already finished the first cycle. The novitiate for them would presuppose a choice already made, while for those at the beginning
of their formation it would be more a time of discernment,
which would be continued during the three years of temporary vows. It would seem that there could be more reflection on the meaning of the novitiate and of temporary profession .

d) lnculturation
The starting point here was two papers presented by Fr.
Okoye on Poverty and Chastity in their cultural context.
They were discussed in the small groups and in assembly,
and gave rise to a number of questions: Can we speak of a
universal anthropology, permitting a common approach, for ,
instance, to sexuality? How is religious poverty to be reconciled with the duty of helping one's family? How is religious
poverty to be presented in milieus where candidates come
from truly poor sections of the population (this was stressed
particularly by Brazil)? How is inculturation to be lived in milieus that have lost their 'roots'? How is it to be lived in novitiates where candidates come from different cultures? Are
we capable of understanding the language and culture of
young people today? What is the link between inculturation
and commitment to Justice and Peace?

To help answer these questions, and others raised in the
meeting, a desire for continuing research on the part of the
Congregation was expressed, with possibly structures for
th_e ongoing training of formators.

Presentation of the novitiates
Each of the novitiates had the opportunity to present its
program and approach, and to be questioned on this. At
the end of the presentations, Fr. Okoye summarized them,
picking out three basic types of novitiate: the instruction
model, the induction model and the insertion model. The
instruction model is highly structured, with a lot of time allotted to classes and spiritual exercises (East Africa, Ireland,
WAF, Angola) . The induction model has less rigid structures, with fewer classes and more time devoted to reflection on the candidates· experience (North America, CAF,
Indian Ocean Foundation, France). The insertion model
stresses the importance of the surrounding milieu (Brazil,
Trinidad) . The classification is, of course, based only on the
overall tendency, with each novitiate also having elements
from the other models.

Final evaluation
As in all such gatherings, there was a final questionnaire
asking for an assessment of the meeting, and general satisfaction was expressed. The participants had not expected
to have replies to all their questions, but they felt that they
could at least go away with the questions themselves clarified . Various suggestions were made as a follow-up: It
would be worthwhile to have such a meeting, say, every five
years. Could there be a General Councillor who would devote himself to visiting the novitiates and houses of formation, and reflecting and advising on the spot? An annual bulletin would be useful for continuing the dialogue on specific
questions. What sort of relationship should there be between novice masters and the Spiritan Research and Animation Centre? Should reflection be organized along regional
and/or linguistic lines? Should the participants continue the
dialogue directly with each other or through the General
Councillors in charge of formation?
One follow-up that has already been decided on is that
there will be a wider meeting of formators in 1991, and the
General Council has appointed Frs. Nicolas and Okoye, of the
General Council, and Frs. Gobeil and Regan, of SRAC, to prepare it.

News Items
Brazilian Province set up
The General Council has set up a Brazilian Province with
the following decision:
"In its session of 27 October 1989, the General Council,
in the light of the Enlarged General Council meeting held at
Arusha and in conformity with article 157 of the Spiritan
Rule of Life, decided to erect the Province of Brazil.
"The decision will take effect on 2 February 1990. Fr.
Mose Pontelo, Principal Superior of the District of Brazil
South, will on that date become Provincial Superior until the
Province's first Chapter, which shall be held within the
twelve following months.

"The other Districts - Brazil Central, Brazil South-East,
Brazil South-West, Amazonia and Alto Jurua - in accordance
with previous agreements between their Superiors, will continue to exist and to cooperate with the new Province."

Other Decisions of the General Council
The General Council
• on 16 October, appointed Fr. Antoine SCHMITT (France)
as bursar of the Generalate in Rome, as from 1 September;
• on 18 October, confirmed the election of Fr. Eamonn
MANSFIELD as District Superior of Mauritius for a second
three-year term, beginning on 31 October;

"In accordance with the choice expressed at the time of
the consultation, all the Brazilian confreres, whatever the
Province or District they were professed in, will become
members of the Brazilian Province as their Province of origin.

• on 20 October, appointed Fr. Ferdinand AZEGUE as Principal Superior of the Central African Foundation for a second three-year term, beginning on 16 January 1990;

"In accordance with the option expressed at the time of
the consultation, the confreres of the District of Brazil South
will become members of the Brazilian Province as their Province of appointment. From 2 February 1990, therefore, the
District of Brazil South will cease to exist.

• on 20 October, erected the Poullart des Places scholasticate of the Central African Foundation in Brazzaville, Congo, as a centre for theological studies and authorized its affiliation to the Catholic Institute of West Africa (ICAO) in Abidjan, Ivory Coast;
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• on 23 October, appointed Fr. Charles-Henri GREGOIRE as
District Superior of Guadeloupe for a second three-year
term, beginning on 1 January 1990;
• on 7 November, appointed Fr. Bernard MATHIS (Switzerland) as Superior of the Generalate community in Rome for
a second three-year term, beginning on 1 January 1990 ;
• on 10 November, decided that the 1992 General Chapter
will be held in Brazil, at the ltaici Centre near Sao Paulo, from
18 August (evening) to 18 September (midday) ;

mitted, after which the dossier, if accepted, will be sent to
Rome . The introduction of the Cause should be an occasion
for renewed interest in our Founder and prayers through his
intercession.

New Major Superiors at Generalate

• on 15 November, authorized the opening of a temporary
novitiate at Ficksburg, while a novitiate is built at Vrede, for
the Southern African Foundation.

Visits
The following are the visits planned by the General Council from November 1989 to July 1990 :
·

Fr. Haas: Senegal (1-10 Dec.) ; Kenya (14-15 Dec.);
Zambia/EAP ( 15-20 Dec.); Zimbabwe (20-26 Dec.); Zambia/Nigerian group (26-30 Dec.); Kenya (30 Dec.-6 Jan.);
Tanzania/EAP Chapter (6-13 Jan.); Switzerland (24-28
Jan .); Pakistan (11-23 Feb.); France (10-30 March); Ireland
(3-8 April); Belgium (20-24 June); England (24-30 June) ;
Poland (5-15 July).
Fr. Doyle: USA/E (9 Nov.-19 Dec.); Australia (21-30
Dec.); Papua New Guinea (31 Dec.-28 Jan.); Ireland ( 10
March-25 April).
·
Fr. Okoye: Kenya District (8-30 Nov.); Kenya/EAP (2-9
Dec.); Zambia (11-30 Dec.); Kenya (30 Dec.-3 Jan.); Tanzania/EAP Chapter (3-13 Jan.); Nigeria/vacation ( 16 Jan.-17
Feb.).
Fr. Gon(:alves: Spain (12-19 Nov .) ; USA/E (19 Nov.-29
Dec.); Toronto/Portuguese group (1-6 Jan.); Trinidad/meeting of North American major superiors (7-15 Jan.); Portugal/Chapter (10-30 July) .
Fr. Wiehe: East African Province and Zimbabwe (24
Nov.-12 Jan.); France (5-28 Feb.); Ireland ( 12 March-20
April) ; England ( 10-30 June).
Fr. Nicolas: Poland (20-30 Nov.); French Seminary (4-5
Dec.); Portugal/European Provincials' meeting (9-16 Dec.) ;
Switzerland ( 14-28 Jan.); France (5 Feb.-30 March) ; Poland/Chapter and visit (20 June-15 July); Portugal/Chapter
retreat ( 16-18 July).
Fr. Marzinkowski: Gabon/Chapter ( 18-25 Jan.); France
(5 Feb.-3 April); Belgium (10-25 June).
Fr. De Boer: Kenya ( 11-30 Nov.); Ghana (February) ; Belgium (10-25 June) .
(Note : Some of the later dates could be subject to alteration .)

Cause of Fr. Poullart des Places
The cause of Fr. Poullart des Places was formally introduced in the Archdiocese of Paris on 1 October 1989, with a
decree signed by the Archbishop, Cardinal Jean-Marie Lustiger, opening the canonical enquiry. The text of the petition
submitted by the Postulator, Fr. Jean Savoie, Provincial of
France, is quoted in the decree, stressing the • evangelical
truth of the spiritual and apostolic life· of Fr. des Places, the
• fruitfulness of his work · , and the • gift of himself to God for
the sake of the gospel·. His work for vocations and the
training of priests for France and for the missions is quoted
as an example for today. The General Chapter of 1921 had
already urged the introduction of his cause, · and studies
since then had now made it possible.
·
In a covering letter to the Superior General with the
decree, Fr. Savoie says that censors appointed by the Archbishop will now study the dossier and the biographies sub-

It has now become customary for recently appointed major superiors to meet with the General Council in September
for a mutual • getting to know each other · . It is an occasion
for the superiors also to discuss matters of interest to them
and to meet the Generalate staff. This year the meeting
was held from 18-23 September, with nine major superiors
taking .part . The above photograph was taken on a day's
outing, and shows them in front of the medieval papal palace at Viterbo, where five papal elections were held in the
13th century, including the longest papal election (two years
and nine months), which ended only when the cardinals
were locked in the hall by the citizens and the roof removed
to help them decide.
From left : Frs. Theophane Rey (Reunion), Bernard Reniers
(Indian Ocean Foundation), Dominique Bonnet (Gabon), Marc
Soyer (Madagascar), Jer6nimo Cahinga (Angola), Pierre
Schouver (Bangui), Eamon McAteer (Makurdi), Michael
White (USA/W) and Frans Augustijns (Kongolo).

First Appointments
The General Council has made the following First Appointments :

From the East African Province:
Peter NJAU
. Adelardus MUMWI
Felix SINGE
Nestor NGOLE
Cymon LOSON
Casimir NY AKI
Joseph KUNDUTT A

Zambia
Zambia
East Africa
East Africa
East Africa
East Africa
East Africa

(Uganda)
(Uganda)
(Tanzania)
(Tanzania)
(Kenya)

From the Central African Foundation:
(Br.) Jacques NSIMBA
(Br.) Jean-Claude KIBINDA
Matthieu BILILOU MA TSIERI
N. KITOUMOU BOUNTSOUEKI
Yves-Isidore NZOUSSI
Daniel TABA

CAF
Yaounde
Zarre
Bangui
Za"fre
East Cameroon

From Nigeria:
David ANEKWE
Leonard EKEANY ANWU
Martin OBINECHE

Zambia (Solwezi)
Zimbabwe
Nigeria
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Joachim OFORCHUKWU
Francis EJIMOFOR
Aloysius ORJINT A

Nigeria
Nigeria
Nigeria

From France:
Bernard GRIZARD
Gilles PAGES

Bangui
Angola

From Canada:
Andre BDARD
Pierre JUBINVILLE

Canada
Paraguay

From Trinidad:
(Br.) Kent JARDINE
Carlyle GUISEPPI

Trinidad
Trinidad

From Spain:
(Br.) Francisco MUNOZ

Paraguay

Ghana

In September, the Generalate also welcomed Fr. Antoine
Schmitt, as community bursar. From 1949-69 he worked
in Haiti, as District bursar and teacher at the 'College SaintMartial', being also organist and in charge of the choir and
band. After the Spiritans had to leave Haiti in 1969, he
worked for the Auteuil orphanages in France, as director of
the Meudon orphanage and then as superior of the community and orphanage at Auteuil itself.
In November, the community regretfully said farewell to
Fr. Ken Martin, of the English Province, who had come in
January to take charge of the Documentation Centre but
who found that Rome's traffic pollution aggravated an asthmatic condition. He had worked from 1961-71 in Makurdi,
Nigeria, and from 1975-88 in Yaounde, Cameroon.

Ireland
St. Mary's College, Rathmines, Dublin, began the celebration of its centenary year on 28 September with a concelebrated Mass in the Rathmines parish church. Archbishop
Desmond Connell of Dublin was the chief celebrant, and
among the guests was the President of Ireland, Dr. Patrick
Hillery (a past student of another Spiritan college, Rockwell),
as well as the Minister of Education and the Lord Mayor of
Dublin. Fr. William Maher outlined the history of the college.
It was started, at the request of the Archbishop of Dublin, on
8 September 1890. For ten of its hundred years ( 1916-26)
it did not function as a secondary school, but served instead
as the Provincialate and senior scholasticate. Like the other
Irish Spiritan colleges, it has given many vocations to the
Congregation.

Jubilarians
65 Years of Profession:
8 Feb. : Br. Damianus KOEVETS (Holland).
11 Feb. : Fr. Francois HEIM (France).

60 Years of Profession:

Pan of the buildings at Ejisu.

11 Apr. : Fr. Josef SCHNEIDER (Alto Jurua).
On 6 August, eight novices of the West African Foundation arrived with Fr. Declan Dorr from Bwiam, in the Gambia,
to finish their novitiate at Ejisu, Ghana, and make their profession there on 8 September. They were replaced, from
that date, by 18 new novices from Ghana, the Gambia, Sierra Leone, Liberia and Nigeria. Work on the novitiate and
scholasticate at Ejisu, in Kumasi Diocese,. had begun on 8
August 1988 under four Spiritan Brothers: Jan van Schaijk
and Harrie Hermans of Holland, Joseph Mbah of Nigeria, and
Thomas Poku of Ghana. They did well to have things ready
for the novices to move in just one year later. The five hectares of land had been given to the Congregation by a local
chief, and it took several months to clear the land and prepare it before building could begin. Work is continuing on
the buildings for the house of philosophy, which is due to
open beside the novitiate in September 1990.

The Generalate
After the summer break, there were some changes in the
Generalate staff. In September, Fr. Manuel Martins replaced
Fr. Manuel dos Santos Neves as General Procurator to the
Holy See; Fr. Santos Neves, after six years as District
Superior of Cape Verde, served as General Procurator in
Rome for ten years, during which time he also filled in as
community superior and community bursar for a couple of
periods, and helped the Information Service with the Portuguese editions of Spiritan News and 1/0. The Generalate is
grateful to him for his contribution, and wishes him well in
his present assignment in Lisbon as bursar to the Portuguese
Province's missionary animation movement, LIAM. Fr.
Manuel Martins, who takes his place as General Procurator, worked in education in Portugal from 1965-71, and then
did pastoral work in Angola (1971-77) and in Brazil (197789).

50 Years of Profession:
27 Mar. : Br. Laurentius GEVERS (Holland).
2 Apr. : Br. Martial FRIOUX (France).

50 Years of Priesthood:
17 Feb. : Fr. Franz FUSS (Germany).
9 Apr. : Fr. Frederic HEUDES (Saint-Pierre et Miq.).

40 Years a Bishop:
19 Feb. : Bishop Georges GUIBERT (France).

Our Dead
12
19
23
26
29
10
13
13
17
23
27
28
29

Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

30 Nov.

Fr. Raymond GUILLOTIN (Guadeloupe), 64.
Fr. Stanislas FRANK (Martinique), 76.
Fr. Sen LENNON (Ireland), 65.
Fr. Joseph NYSSEN (Belgium), 74.
Fr. Maurice DIONISI (Martinique), 69.
Fr. Antonius L. van ROOIJ (Holland), 86.
Fr. Paul MAILLEUX (Belgium), 78.
Br. Meriadec LE JALL (France), 78.
Fr. Robert LAMBOSSY (Switzerland), 59.
Fr. Hermanus VLOET (Holland), 80.
Fr. Cyr CRETTAZ (Cape Verde), 77.
Br. Didacus BOTERMANS (Holland), 87 .
Bishop Agostinho LOPES DE MOURA (Portugal),
79.
Fr. Andre GLASSON (France), 83.

Published by Fr. Roland Quesnel, C.S.Sp. Information Service, 195 Clivo di Cinna, 00136 ROME, Italy.

